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GENERAL INFORMATION 

                                                                                                                                                         
Planning the Funeral Liturgy  
All funerals in the Catholic Church are conducted according to the Order of Christian 
Funerals. This is because a Catholic funeral is an event that involves the whole Church 
community. While the funeral does take place according to this Order, we invite the family 
and loved ones of the deceased to be involved in making certain decisions  about  the  
funeral  liturgy. The following information and guidelines are to help you complete the 
Funeral Liturgy Planning Aid that is included at the back of this booklet so that you can be 
prepared if you come to meet with the Pastor, Parish Secretary, or Director of Music & 
Liturgy about the funeral liturgy.   
 
Music  
The Director of Music & Liturgy is your contact for all music and is the only person you 
should speak to regarding liturgical music. If he is unavailable, a professional substitute 
will be procured for you. A cantor will be also engaged. There are instances in the liturgy 
where you have the option to choose music and we invite you to make your selection of 
hymns provided in this Liturgy Guide. Secular songs are not appropriate for the Mass and 
we encourage you to save these selections for gatherings outside of the church.  
 
Readings  
The Order of Christian Funerals normally includes a reading from the Old Testament, and 
from the New Testament, in addition to a Psalm and Gospel reading. The Gospel reading 
will be chosen by the priest presiding at the liturgy.   
  
Family Participation  
If you so desire, you are welcome to select family and friends to participate in some of the 
ministries by reading during the Liturgy of the Word, and presenting the gifts for the 
Eucharistic Sacrifice. There is also the option of a time for Words of Remembrance. This 
is not a eulogy, but a brief commentary on their Christian life.  
 
 
 

 



READINGS FOR THE FUNERAL LITURGY 
Please choose one of each of the following: 

 

FIRST READING: From The Old Testament 
OT1         2 Maccabees 12:43-46: He acted in an excellent and noble way as he has the resurrection of the dead in view. 
OT2         Job 19:1, 23-27a: I know that my Vindicator lives. 

OT3         Wisdom 3:1-9: As sacrificial offerings he took them to himself. 
OT4         Wisdom 4:7-15: An unsullied life, the attainment of old age. 
OT5         Isaiah 25:6a, 7-9: He will destroy death forever. 
OT6         Lamentations 3:17-26: It is good to hope in silence for the saving help of the Lord. 
OT7         Daniel 12:1-3: Many of those who sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake. 

 
PSALMS: 

PS1         23: The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want. 
PS2         25: To you, O Lord, I lift my soul. 

PS3         27: The Lord is my light and my salvation. 
PS4         63: My soul is thirsting for you, O Lord my God. 
PS5         103: The Lord is kind and merciful. 

PS6         116: I will walk in the presence of the Lord in the land of the living. 
PS7         122: Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord. 
PS8         130: Out of the depths I cry to you, O Lord. 

 
SECOND READING: From The New Testament 

NT1         Romans 5:5-11: Since we are now justified by his Blood, we will be saved through him. 
NT2         Romans 5:17-21: Where sin increased, grace overflowed all the more. 
NT3         Romans 6:3-9: We too might live in newness of life. 
NT4         Romans 8:14-23: We also grown within ourselves as we wait for adoption, the redemption of our bodies. 

NT5         Romans 8:31b-35, 37-39: What will separate us from the love of Christ? 
NT6         Romans 14:7-9, 10c-12: Whether we live or die, we are the Lord’s. 
NT7         1 Corinthians 15:20-28: So too in Christ shall all be brought to life. 

NT8         1 Corinthians 15:51-57: Death is swallowed up in victory. 
NT9         2 Corinthians 4:14-5:1: What is seen is transitory, but what is unseen is eternal. 

NT10       2 Corinthians 5:1, 6-10: We have a building from God, eternal in heaven. 
NT11       Philippians 3:20-21: He will change our lowly bodies to confirm to his glory. 
NT12       1 Thessalonians 4:13-18: Thus we shall always be with the Lord. 

NT13       2 Timothy 2:8-13: If we have died with him we shall also live with him. 
NT14       1 John 3:1-2: We shall see him as he is. 
NT15       1 John 3:14-16: We know that we have passed from death to life because we love our brothers. 



GOSPEL READING: 
GO1           Matthew 5:1-12: The Eight Beatitudes 
GO2           Matthew 11:25-30: Come to me . . . and I will give you rest. 
GO3           Matthew 25:1-13: Look. The bridegroom comes. Go out to meet him. 
GO4           Matthew 25:31-46:Come, you whom my Father has blessed. 
GO5           Mark 15:33-39: My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? 
GO6           Luke 7:11-17: Young man, I say to you, arise. 
GO7           Luke 12:35-40: Be prepared, for at an hour you do not expect. 
GO8           Luke 23:33, 39-43: Today you will be with me in paradise. 
GO9           Luke 23:44-49: Father into your hands I commend my spirit. 
GO10         Luke 24:13-35: Was it not necessary that the Christ should suffer. 
GO11          John 5:24-29: Whoever hears my word and believes has passed from. 
GO12         John 6:37-40: All who believe in the Son will have eternal life. 
GO13         John 6:51-58: All who eat this bread will live for ever. 
GO14         John 11:21-27: I am the resurrection and the life. 
GO15         John 11:32-45: Lazarus, come out. 
GO16         John 12:23-28: If a grain of wheat falls on the ground and dies. 
GO17         John 14:1-6: There are many rooms in my Father’s house. 
GO18         John 17:24-26: Father, I want those you have given me to be with me. 
GO19         John 19:17-18, 25-39: Jesus bowed his head and gave up his spirits. 
 
 
 

GUIDELINES FOR COMPOSING THE  
WORDS OF REMEMBRANCE 

 
1.  The Words of Remembrance should be written out in their entirety.  If possible, a copy should be provided 

to the priest during the wake service at the funeral home.  Sometimes even the best-intentioned speaker is 
overcome with emotion-this allows the priest or someone standing next to you to complete the reflection if the original 
speaker is not able to complete the words of remembrance. 
 

2. The Words of Remembrance should be limited to around 3 minutes.  The time allotted to the words of 
remembrance should not detract from the order of Mass; also, cemetery staff may be expecting the funeral party to arrive 
in a timely manner. 
 

3. Only one person should deliver the words of remembrance.  Another family member or friend may stand 
next to you for support and comfort if needed. 

 
 



MUSIC FOR THE FUNERAL LITURGY 
 
Music plays an important role in the funeral liturgy by uniting those present in heart and mind, 
and by expressing those thoughts and emotions that are difficult to express.  
 
A soloist will be engaged (by the Director of Music ONLY) to sing any hymns and solos chosen 
and will be a trained and vetted professional. There are three points during the service you may 
select music: At the Processional; during the Preparation of the Gifts; during Communion. You 
may also opt to have the organist play repertoire of their own choosing during these times. The 
fee for the music is $350 which covers the organist and soloist. 
 
 
Options for Hymns: 
� All Creatures of our God and King 
� Alleluia, Sing to Jesus 
� Amazing Grace! 
� Center of My Life 
� Eye Has Not Seen 
� For All the Saints 
� I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say 
� I Know That My Redeemer Lives 
� Jerusalem, My Happy Home 

� Lord of All Hopefulness 
� My Shepherd, You Supply My Need 
� O God, Our Help in Ages Past 
� Sing with all the Saints in Glory 
� The King of Love my Shepherd Is 
� The Strife is O’er 
� What Wondrous Love is This 
� Ye Watchers and Ye Holy Ones 

 
Options for Solos: (Sung by the Soloist)
� Ave Maria – Schubert 
� Ave Verum Corpus – Elgar 
� Ave Verum Corpus – Mozart 

 

� God Be In My Head – Davies  
� O For the Wings of a Dove – Mendelssohn 

� Panis Angelicus – Franck  

 
If you do not wish to make any of the music selections,  

you may leave this up to the Director of Music. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



THE FUNERAL LITURGY AT A GLANCE: 
 

INTRODUCTORY RITES 
• Greeting in the Narthex of the Church (Casket) or in front of the Altar (Urn) 
• Sprinkling with Holy Water & Placing of the Funeral Pall (Casket) 
• Procession to the Altar (Hymn or Instrumental) 
• Opening Prayer 

 
LITURGY OF THE WORD 

• First Reading 
• Responsorial Psalm  
• Second Reading 
• Gospel Acclamation  
• Gospel Reading 
• Homily 
• Universal Prayer 

 

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST 
• Preparation of the Gifts (Hymn or Instrumental)                                                                    
• Eucharistic Prayer and Acclamations 

 
 Communion Rite 

• The Lord’s Prayer                                                                                        
• Rite of Peace 
• Fraction Rite 
• Communion (Solo or Instrumental) 
• Post-Communion Prayer 

 
• Words of Remembrance 
 

FINAL COMMENDATION 
• Invitation to Prayer 
• Incensing of Casket/Urn 
• Final Commendation (Musician/s) 
• Final Prayer/Procession to the Place of Committal     



CHECKLIST 
 
 
 
 

� Contact Church Office to schedule: 972-771-6671 (Ask for Joyce) 
 

� Contact Director of Music and Liturgy with any questions: 972-961-9387 (Chris) 
 

� Fill out and return this last page to the Church Office as soon as possible, or go to the 
church website: Liturgy -> Funerals and Memorials 
 IF USING A FUNERAL HOME: You still must fill out our form, as the  
 Director of Music and Liturgy designs a worship aid specifically for  
 the service and prepares the Sanctuary. 
 

� Payments:  $350 for Music 
  Honorarium of choice to the Priest.  
 
 
 
Please note: no recorded music or videos can be used in the church. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



FUNERAL LITURGY PLANNING AID 
 

Loved ones name:__________________________________________________ 
 
Date/Time of Funeral:________________________________________________ 
 
Language:_____________ Casket: ☐         Cremation Urn: ☐          No Body Present: ☐ 
 
First Reading #:___________________________________________ 
 
Read by:_______________________________________________ 
 
Psalm:______________________________ 
 
Second Reading #:_________________________________________ 
 
Read by:_______________________________________________ 
 
Gospel:_______________________________________________ 
 
Gifts brought forward by:_____________________________________ 
 
Words of Remembrance? Yes:         No: 
 
Name of person delivering words: ______________________________ 

 
MUSIC SELECTIONS 

 
Processional:____________________________________________ 

 
Preparation of the Gifts: ___________________________________________ 

 
Communion:____________________________________ 
 
 
Phone number to contact you: ____________________________________ 


